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Pupil Place Plan  (2018-2023) 
The 2018 Pupil Place Planning document has recently been published and is available 
on the Council’s website.  This document provides details of the structure and 
characteristics of school provision in Sefton, trends in pupil numbers and pupil numbers, 
the methodology used for forecasting pupil numbers, pupil projections and surplus 
places.  The latest version of the document can be found via the following link: 
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/school-organisation.aspx 
 
Sand Dunes Nursery School Closure   
After following the statutory consultation and notice process for school closures Cabinet 
in January determined the closure of the school.  The decision was taken with deep 
regret due to the school not being financially viable.  The local authority had worked with 
the school to explore a number of ways to reduce cost and bring in additional income but 
none of these would have brought the budget back into balance. 
 
High Needs Funding  
High Needs Funding which supports provision for pupils with SEND is over committed 
and funding has been found through schools to meet the demand in the current year.  
Government have provided some additional funding to support provision for pupils with 
SEND and the local authority has again requested a transfer of funding from school to 
support this cohort of pupils as well. 
 
Sky Music Education Hub  
The Sefton and Knowsley Music Hub has received its annual performance letter from the 
Arts Council which states that “The hub has, despite a difficult financial climate in 
education, managed to maintain the relatively stable delivery of core and extension roles 
this year and the percentage of schools engaged with across both Sefton and Knowsley 
remains above average. There has been a small rise in the number of pupils attaining 
higher grades (0.5%) and this has been attributed to the development of ensemble and 
progression opportunities being developed for a wider range of young people. 
 
Needs analysis remains robust and priorities are aligned to local need. Regular 
consultation with hub users is evident and clearly shaping the hub offer. The Curriculum 
Support and CPD offer remains strong and the provision for training for primary, special 
and secondary schools has further improved, the % of schools engaged in SMEP 
consultation remains way above National Average at 92%. The number of schools 
engaged in the singing strategy also remains above average at 92%.  Support offered to 
school staff on singing quality standards and events such as the successful ‘Speed’ 
project/large-scale event are examples of how the hub has successfully engaged young 
people in its singing strategy. 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/school-organisation.aspx
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The hub has continued to engage with a range of partners who have contributed to both 
delivery and support. The delivery partnership with Manchester Camerata produced 
some very positive outcomes for pupils and work with Merseyside Youth Association is 
developing into some high-quality progression opportunities for SEND and 
disadvantaged young people. We look forward to further developments such as the 
funded project with Dadafest which will provide ensemble opportunities for disabled 
young people” 
 
The report highlighted some areas for development but was overwhelmingly positive. 
 
SEND Revisit  
Ofsted have announced that they will be undertaking a SEND revisit to local authorities 
which have had to produce a statement of action.  Sefton falls into this category and we 
would anticipate having our revisit within the next month or so. 
 
 


